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for the occupied territories, dated May 20, 1940, that laid down
the principles governing requisitions. A detailed study of these
regulations does not fall within the scope of this work, which
deals with the legislation of Vichy. We shall only quote, for
those who will enjoy the full irony of it, the preamble of its
text:
Provisions, raw materials and semi-manufactures are vitally im-
portant for economic life in the occupied territories. In view of
the enemy blockade, sufficient supplies are not ensured for a long
period. Stocks must be husbanded. Economical working and fair
distribution must ensure work for all factories. Accordingly it is for
the best interests of the occupied territories that all agricultural
produce, provisions, raw materials, semi-manufactures, and other
products which are scarce or barely sufficient in quantity shall be
requisitioned, and that the authorities shall control their consumption
or use.
In actual fact the requisitionings were carried out solely in the
interest of the German Army and the Reich, and without the least
regard for the needs of the population. On September 20, 1940,
the French Secretary of State for Industrial Production very clearly
made known that it was understood that the army of occupation
would levy from the occupied zone only the cereals and part of the
meat it needed, and would bring from Germany its supplies of fats
and potatoes, but these principles were never respected. Nor did
the Reich ever keep its undertaking to feed the French prisoners
from German supplies, since the Vichy Government has constantly
been obliged to send them consignments of foodstuffs.
In November 1940, however, a German communiqud again
definitely stated that the army of occupation would requisition
only wheat, straw, and oats, but not sugar nor potatoes nor meat;
and again, that German soldiers eating in restaurants would have to
give up food tickets like all other customers. But all this is mere
sharn. On the one hand, it is fully established that the Germans
have constantly levied considerable quantities of meat from the
Paris markets. On the other hand, the checking of food tickets
is an illusion.
Finally, we must remember that even if requisitioning applies
only to certain products, the German Army can procure all the
rest by purchase, and it is France that bears the cost under the
working of the occupation indemnity.
And we know, over and above, that the German and Italian
Armistice Commissions execute levies even in the free zone. They
retain up to 70 or 80 per cent, of goods landed in the port of
Marseilles.